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Magoffin Pa

ved Way

Occupation; Founded

James Wiley Magoffin was a
man with a twinkle in his eye

weath in his pocket and destiny|?

in his makeup.

And one time he held several|:

hundred lives in the palm of his
hand. ;

Magoffin is easily the most col-
orful of the four men who founded
the isolated American communities
which grew into El Paso.

Born in the frontier town of Har-
rodsburg, Ky., in 1799, Magoffin
wag the son of Irish immigrants
whose family developed into one
of the leading ones of the state.

James was very literate and
quite adventurous, both of which
attributes proved valvable to him
in making his fortune in Mexico
and the American West.

At least oné biographer reports
he was in Saltillo in 1824—then
but 25 years old—and was the first
American consul in that place,

Another puts him in Chihuahua
City in 1825, and there can be no
doubt he was first U. S. consul
there, He may also have served
as consul in Durango.

Realizing the profit to be made
in the overland trade from Mis-
souri to Chihuahua via Santa Fe,
N, M., Magoffin eatly engaged in
this trade and soon amassed con-
siderable wealth.

In 1830 he married Maria Gert-
rudis Valdez, beautiful and charm-
ing daughter of prominent Chihua-
huans, and through the 1830s con-
tinued to prosper on the increas-
ing tide of American tradegoods.

BROTHER JOINS HIM

His brother, Samuel Magoffin,
joined him in the enterprise and
both did well, James gaining fame
as a generous and gracious host.

In 1844 James took his wife and
family to Independence, Mo., to
live, continuing to run his Santa
Fe and Chihuahua trade business
from the Missouri River city.

The next year Mrs. Magoffin
died. James took his sons, Joseph
and Samuel on a tour of the cities
of the East, and then to Lexington,
Ky., where he put them in board-
ing school. Their sisters were
placed in a St. Louis convent under
the watchful eye of relatives.

James had become, hy this time,
a fast friend of Missouri’s Sen.
Thomas H. Benton and as the Mex-
jcan War neared Benfon sum-
moned Magoffin to Washington.

Wrote Bernard de Voto in “Year
of Decision, 1846:"

“James W. Magoffin got that
message on May 25, and on the
evening of June 15, Benton was
introducing him to the President
at the White House.

“Polk, hoping for a bloodless
conquest, thus got the services of
the most sagacious man in the
province he intended to invade
(New Mexico) . . . He knew more
about that country, probably, than
anyone elss who could have been
found.”

De Voto also described Magof-
fin:

“He was a good deal of a man—
tall, opulent in looks and behavior,
an epicure, a wit, extremely com-
panionable, and much admired by
the Mexican officials, who liked
his wines and anecdotes and called
him ‘Don Santiago’.”

War had been declared April 25,
1826, and fighting was underway
in the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
An expedition for New Mexico, the
northwestern part of Mexico and
possibly California was outfitting
in Missouri under Col. Stephen
Watts Kearny.

With this expedition were the
1st Missouri Volunteers under
Col. Alexander Doniphan, for
whom El Paso’s Doniphan Drive
is named.

While James W. Magoffin was in
the East, the Army and thes an-
nual trade caravan left the Mis-
gouri for Santa Fe. With them
were 14 big wagons in which
Magoffin was interested and un-
der the cara of his brother,
Samuel.

Samuel was accompanied by his
18-year-old bride of six months,
Susan Shelby Magoffin, whose
journal of the trying trip is one
of the most fascinating yet pub-
lished on the difficulties of the
Santa Fe Trail.

Polk’s plan for Magoifin was to
attempt to subvert the New Mexi-
can leaders if possible and induce
& surrender without bloodshed,

LETTER TO KEARNY

Armed with a letter to Col,
Kearny which commanded the
Army to aid him in his undertak-
ing, Magoffin set out after the
column in a carriage well laden
with claret wine but somewhat
short of brandy.

Magoffin arrived at Bent's Fort
on the Arkansas River in Colo-
rado July 26 and probably con-
fided to his brother his mission,
since Susan Shelby Magoffin wrote
in her diary Aug. 18 that “a ne-
gotiation is being carried on be-
tween the two generals through

bloodless conquest of Santa

—(From Gen.

Gen. Manuel Armijo on the 12th
of that month.

David Lavender in ‘“Bent's Fort”
pointed out that a pack-mule threw
off its load and caused delay in
starting but that Magoffin used
the lost time philosophically, send-
ing his servant on vain efforts to
trade wine for brandy.

COOKE LIKED MAGOFFIN
Cooke, also used to gentle living
prior to his rugged and justly-
famed Army service in the West,
became very fond of Magoffin.
Prior to riding into Santa. Fe,
Magoffin took leave of Cooke and
the dragoons and went about his
work without obvious connection
with the Army.

Governor of the province of New
Mexico, Manuel Armijo, was a
petty tyrant who was liked little
better by his own people than by
the luckless Texan members of
the Santa Fe Expedition who he

earlier.

Magoffin convinced Armijo it
would be folly for him te try to
defend New Mexico, although
many historians feel he might
have done so very well, Talking
the governor-general out of fight-
ing might have been aided by a
generous stipend from Magoffin,
although any such payment of
bribe money was not recorded.

In the lieutenant governor, Col.
Diego Archuleta, Magoffin en-
countered a different type of man,
but also knew him well. Archuleta
was a seasoned Indian cam-
paigner and was eager to fight.

He also was an ambitious man,
however, and on this trait the se-
cret agent seized with good effect.

DEALS WITH ARCHULETA

Ag Kerny's letter to Armijo said
the Americans claimed only that
part of New Mexico east of the

pation under Kearny.
sincera in hig belief the U. S.

Mexico. Kearny, however,
secret orders to the contrary. Ha
he taken Magoffin's suggestion an
appointed Archuleta to a civil post
as there is evidence he intende

averted.

Magoffin's efforts, becavse th
Battle of Santa Fe, which shou
have taken place, did not. A nar
row defile northwest of Santa F
was prepared with works for de
fense by Armijo, but the under
cover ageni’s work was so kee
no shot was fired.

When American troops marche

however, - and Archuleta had no
appointment in the American
service, he became indignant and
fostered the notorious Taos Revo-
lution, which resulted in much
bloodshed before Col, Sterling

Brother' James, who has thes con-
fidence of the Mexican general so
completely, we may look for pleas-
ant results , . .”

W. L. Marcy that he, Capt.
(Philip St. George) Cooke and 12
dragoons had left Bent's Aug. 1
for Santa Fe and that he delivered
a letter from Kearny to New Mex-

Magoffin wrote Secretary of War/
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Rio Grande, Magoffin pointed out|
to Archuleta that he might set|
himself up as governor of the west-|#
ern portion of the country, or that|:
he might accept an official ap-|
pointment in the American occu-|

It is certain that Magoffin was

would not occupy Western New|:
had |

to do, a tragedy might have been|

Still, a tragedy was averted by "
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smained until the end
buying his life, ap-
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considerabla settlement grew up,
coming to be known as Magoffins-
ville.

Boundary Commissioner John R.
Rartlett headquartered in Magof-
finsville and was himself the guest
of Magoffin for some time during
1850. Bartlett, who became a fast
friend of Magoffin, wrote in his
“Personal Narrative” of the town:

“Jtg enterprising proprietor has
erected around a large open
square some of the best buildings
in the country, which are now oc-
cupied as stores and warehouses.
|| |This is an admirable situation for
a town, and will, no doubt, be the
centre of the American settlements
at El Paso.”

In 1852 the military post at El
Paso was moved to Magoffinsville.
It was named Ft. Bliss for the
first time during the period the
post was maintained on Magoffin's
property.

On his return trip, late in 1852,
Bartlett and his entourage paused
long enough for one of his party

Emmea’s Grave
Stands Empty,
Unknown

Somewhers in Mundy Heights, in|
an old cemetery which now prob-
ably is covered with buildings, is
an empty grave which was dug
for a legendary lady known as
"Emma.” |

A researcher for The Times' 50|«
Years of Progress Edition pub-|:
lished in May, 1923, turned up thei:
story when he was seeking out the
sites of abandoned graveyards.

Said his story: 4

“Emma, said to have been the|
most beautiful girl in the entire|:
country in the early days, arrived
here from the east. She gradually|
drifted into the wild dance andi
gambling hall life of the Pass City |:
and for years ruled the underworld :
and its visitors with her beauty,
charming manners and quick wit.|:
She became famous throughout th
west, Cowboys and miners carrie
her picture into the desolate, soli
tary sections where they wereﬁ
working.
“Then one day she became sick!:
with smallpox, She partially recov-|:
ered, but when she saw her facel
in the mirror, and realized that|:

R

to paint portraits of both the com-
missioner and Magoffin, Both por-
traits remain intact in the home
Gen. and Mrs. W. J. Glasgow,
1104 Magoffin Ave.

With the approach of the Civil
War, Kentuckian Magoffin was ac-
tive in the work of secession and
with other prominent El Pasoans,
including his friend, Simeon Hart,
he lent heavily of his personal
fortune and his services to the
war,

JOSEPH IN NEW MEXICO

Joseph Magoffin, first as a cap-
tain and later as a major, ac-
companied the rebel invasion of
New Mexico and later served as
chief quartermaster for the Con-
federate district west of the Mis-
sissippi River.

the

(e

mained of good cheer until. his
death in San Antonio in 1868.
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His lands confiscated at the close
of the war and his home and set-
tlement severely damaged by Rio
Grande floods, James Magoifin re-

His other son, Samuel, had died
in the

Joseph Magoffin regained title
to his father’s estate and was a
leading light in the town in the
tough years between the war and
the coming of the railroads and
afterward until his death in 1923,

To meet the needs of the grow-
ing city, Joseph sold land to de-
velopers and watchec the hamlets
grow until El Paso and Magolfins-
ville were one, and he was four

Once asked if it would not be
more profitable to hold onto his
said he spent $3,000|land until the town’
iring his imprisonmentiit more
Mexican cities.
war, the retiting Pres-idi

s growth made
the venerable|graph and
Judge Magoffin replied that if he |without Fitch’s
d not sell land the town could

Tehase

her beauty was forever gone, she|
fainted — and never again recov-|:
ered consciousness. It is said that|®
her brother, an attorney (from) Il-|.
linois, hearing of her death, had :
the body removed to her home g
town, where she was reburied with/:
grea{ ceremony and mourned byl
many friends of her childhood.” |’
El Paso’s rugged oldtimers must|
have thought something of the|
dance hall beauty, also, the writ-:
er observed. Over her grave, be-|:
fore the body was moved, they |
placed a stone marked:
“Sacred to the Memory of
Emma.”

Innocent
Tribune Editor
Horsewhipped

I. B. Fitch, editor in 1896 of The|:
El Paso Tribune, probably was a|:
firm believer in the law that says|
guilt must be firmly established|:
before punishment is meted out. |

Fitch was horsewhipped by an|.
irate Tribune reader. ¢
According to The El Paso Times|:
of Jan, 20, 1896, the Tribune car-
ried a story saying: “The blonde
shooting gallery woman seems to
have captured a number of our
married men. Look out for a hair-
pulling scrap.”

The Times account continued to
the effect that the blonde, one
Mrs. George Darrow, took offense,
bought a quirt and worked the “fat :
editor”” of The Tribune over with|®
it ‘

a

P

Only later was it established that |
another man had written the para
slipped it in the paper,
knowledge. i
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Magoffin Paved Way

Occupation; Foundec

James Wiley Magoffin was a
man with a twinkle in his eye,
weath in his pocket and destiny
in his makeup.

And one time he held several

hundred lives in the palm of his|§

hand. :

Magoifin is easily the most col-
orful of the four men who founded
the isolated American communities
which grew into El Paso.

Born in the frontier town of Har-
rodsburg, Ky., in 1799, Magoffin
was the son of Irish immigrants
whosa family developed into one
of the leading ones of the state.

James was very literate and
quite adventurous, both of which
attributes proved valvable to him
in making his forfune in Mexico
and the American West.

At least oné biographer reports
he was in Saltillo in 1824—then
but 25 years old—and was the first
American consul in that place.

Another puts him in Chihuahua
City in 1823, and there can be no
doubt he was first U. S. consul
there, He may also have served
as consul in Durango.

Realizing the profit to be made
in the overland trade from Mis-
souri to Chihuahua via Santa Fe,
N. M., Magoffin early engaged in
this trade and soon amassed con-
siderable wealth.

In 1830 he married Maria Gert-
rudis Valdez, beautifu! and charm-
ing daughter of prominent Chihua-
huans, and through the 1830s con-
tinued to prosper on the increas-
ing tide of American tradegoods.

BROTHER JOINS HIM

His brother, Samuel Magoffin,
joined him in the enterprise and
both did well, James gaining fame
as a generous and gracious host.

In 1844 James took his wife and
family to Independence, Mo., to
live, continuing to run his Santa
Fe and Chihuahua trade business
from the Missouri River city.

The next year Mrs. Magoffin
died. James took his sons, Joseph
and Samuel on a tour of the cities
of the East, and then to Lexington,
Ky., where he put them in board-
ing school. Their sisters were
placed in a St. Louis convent under
the watchful eye of relatives,

James had become, by this time,
a fast friend of Missouri’s Sen.
Thomas H. Benton and as the Mex-
jcan War neared Benton sum-
moned Magoffin to Washington.

a fearless adventurer and

Gen. Manuel Armijo on the 12th
of that month.

David Lavender in ‘“Bent's Fort"
pointed out that a pack-mule threw
off its load and caused delay in
starting but that Magoffin used
the lost time philosophically, send-
ing his servant on vain efforts to
trade wine for brandy.

COOKE LIKED MAGOFFIN
Cooke, also used to gentle living
prior to his rugged and justly-
famed Army service in the West,
became very fond of Magoffin.
Prior to riding into Santa. Fe,
Magoifin took leave of Cooke and
the dragoons and went about his

work without obvious connection
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